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EARLY SAN ANTONIO BRIDGES
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SIX TIMBER QUOTA
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BRIDGES DURING THE ANTEBELLUM PERIOD
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BRIDGES DURING THE ANTEBELLUM PERIOD
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; Saw ANrowrto, April 3 5
Teo His Ifnor the Mayor and ﬁ.’&r f.;-"f"_l:'- é%ii-cif
uf San Anfonio. : :

The un lersigned have beon b oua invi .
bofare the City Ciruncil their vilru:a ﬂ: gltniict?u]:ajs
of the disasters in this City by tha freshot of the
26th of Muarch, and a3 to the best moans in the
pawer of the Council, to prevent their redurrence in
fut‘.tl;rra.

e ara awara of the deap feelin ro ad i
_l-!-!li commuanity by these Iata l:lia.mt.ar? I:;u[ni? riT_::
ili:s have lost their homes, merchwnts have loar
their gou Is, proporty of all deseriptions has been
14t or injured, even in loclities alwsys considersd
safe heretolure, and last anl saddast, human life
haz been destroyed.

Tha laty freshat has been an oxtrasrlinwry one,
and it is beyond hawmn pirwer to aveid all the ef-
fecta of El'l_lt-.rh rizea. I!. hnsa caused dastrastion in
other locilities. Some inconvanience and osa must
periedically be expeoted by =uch flyoldls. DBu: it be-
comes a seriousquzstion whether the e _cta of these
flovds have not veen inerensed by a want of fora-
gight and by gauses which might have been avoilead,
anld if 30, it i3 the imperative duty of ths commun-
i'y to remnove such existing causes, and for the fu-
tare, by takiog all possible precaations, such as
long experivnce hai dictated in other loculities,
similarly situited, to prevent their rapstition.

BEvery pbatruction placed into the river, so as to
interfere with the frec, clear pass.ge of (he water,
has & tendency to add to the rise of watsr in =
freshet. The effect which wonld be sam il in & qaiet
tflow of water, is multipliel by the sa-lden ruih of
the fleod, the channel heromes choked and the water
ia forced oat oF ita bed, to serk new channels nnd
destroy what is in its way. This effect is direct and
immediate above the obstruction, but it ia an error
to suppose, that it has no eff:ct balow it. Thes mass)
of water, backed up and retarded by the obstruc-
| tions, will rush with accumulated volu:ne and in-
crensed power into the river velow. A few [eel
added by such obstructions to a rise of this kind,
may make an immense ad lition to the danger and
| 1osa. A few feet less in the lute rise would have
saved very great loss. We express our conviction
“with confilence, that there are in our river at pres-

ent obatructions to the free passigs of the water in
o freshet, which have ciused the water to risa con-
| #iderably higher than it would have otherwise risen

E’ and which thereby have causad much loss and dawm-




“A MUR DER OUS CONDITION”
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SAN ANTONIO’S IRON BRIDGES
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HISTORIC BRIDGES ALONG THE GREAT BEND
OF THE

PECAN ST. BRIDGE
STRUCTURE: CONCRETE TWO SPAN BRIDGE WITH TESSELATED RAILINGS
DATE: 1927

AUGUSTA ST. BRIDGE ARCHITECT/BUILIDER: PRYOR & JEFFREY

STRUCTURE: BOWSTRING ARCH-TRUSS BRIDGE WITH
CAST-IRON COLUMNS
[DATE: 1890

ARCHITEC T/BUILDER: BERLIN IRON BRIDGE CO. NAVARRO ST. BRIDGE

STRUCTURE: WARREN TRUSS IRON BRIDGE WITH CONCRETE RAILINGS
DATE: 1922
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: ELDER CONSTRUCTION (CONCRETE) /

VIRGINIA BRIDGE AND IRON CO/
TERRELL BARTLETT, INC. (STEEL DESIGN)

TRAVIS ST. BRIDGE

STRUCTURE: FLAT DECK, REINFORCED CONCRETE BRIDGE
WITH ORNAMENTAL BALUSTRADES

[DATE: 1929

ARCHITECT/BUILIDER: BART MOORE

N. PRESA ST. BRIDGE
STRUCTURE: PENNSYLVANIA-PETIT IRON TRUSS /
CONCRETE BRIDGE

DATE: 1925

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: MCKENZIE CONSTRUCTION CO.
E. HOUSTON ST. BRIDGE

STRUCTURE: TWO SPAN CONCRETE BRIDGE
DATE: 1914
ARCHITECT/BUILIDER: JONES & DAY

CROCKETT ST. BRIDGE

STRUCTURE: PENNSYLVANIA-PETIT IRON TRUSS BRIDGE
DATE: 1891

ARCHITECT/BUILIDER: BERLIN IRON BRIDGE CO.

ST. MARY’S ST. BRIDGE

STRUCTURE: REINFORCED CONCRETE BRIDGE

WITH SPINDLE RAILINGS

DATE: 1925

ARCHITECT/BUILIDER: TERRELL BARTLETT ENGINEERS, INC.

COMMERCE ST. BRIDGE

STRUCTURE: DUE TO THE WIDENING OF COMMERCE ST, ORIGINAL IRON TRUSS
BRIDGE WAS MOVED TO JOHNSON ST. AND REPLACED WITH

THE PRESENT CONCRETE BRIDGE. NOTED FOR ITS SCULPTURE,
"THE FIRST INHABITANT,” BY ARTIST WALDINE TAUSCH

DATE: 1914
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: A K. NICOLAYSON, ENGINEER

S. PRESA ST. BRIDGE

STRUCTURLE: BOWSTRING ARCH-TRUSS IRON BRIDGE
WITH CAST-IRON RAILINGS

DATE: 1891

ARCHITECT/BUILIDER: BERLIN IRON BRIDGE CO.

MARKET ST. BRIDGE &4
g3

STRUC TURE: FLAT DECK, REINFORCED CONCRETE BRIDGE B, WA J—-
WITH ORNAMENTAL BALUSTRADES B b e

DATE: 1926
ARCHITECT/BUILIDER: PRYOR & JEFFREY
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